F I N N EG AN 
HENDERSON 
FARABO W 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERyJ! 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 



1 . (Currently Amended) A pedal apparatus for an automobile comprising: 
a bracket fixed to a vehicle body, 
a first connecting portion attached to the bracket, 

a first parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the first 

connecting portion, 

a first pedal attached to the bracket via the first parallel link mechanism, 

a second connection portion attached to the bracket, 

a second parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the 

second connecting portion, 

a second pedal attached to the bracket via the second parallel link 

mechanism, 

a connection parallel link mechanism that connects the first parallel link 
mechanism and the second parallel link mechanism, the first and second connecting 
portions connecting both parallel link mechanisms with the bracket, and 

an adjustment mechanism attached to the bracket, that prescribes the first 
parallel link mechanism, the second parallel link mechanism, and the connection 
parallel link mechanism; 

wherein the first parallel link mechanism and the second parallel link mechanism 
each comprise four connection axial portions and four link elements connecting the four 
connection axial portions . 
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2. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 

the first parallel link mechanism is provided with a first adjustment lever 
having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the first adjustment lever is rotatably connected to 
the bracket at the first connecting portion, and the second end portion of the first 
"adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the first pedal, 

the second parallel link mechanism is provided with a second adjustment 
lever having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the second adjustment lever is rotatably connected 
to the bracket at the second connecting portion, and the second end portion of the 
second adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the second pedal, and 
the connection parallel link mechanism comprises: 
a first arm rotating around the first connecting portion integrally with the 
first adjustment lever, a second arm rotating around the second connecting portion 
integrally with the second adjustment lever, and a connection link for connecting the first 
arm and the second arm. 

3. (Previously Amended) A pedal apparatus for an automobile comprising: 

a bracket fixed to a vehicle body; 

first and second connecting portions, attached to the bracket; 
a first parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the first 
connecting portion; 
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a first pedal attached to the bracket via the first parallel link mechanism; 
a second parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the 
second connecting portion; 

a second pedal attached to the bracket via the second parallel link 

mechanism; 

a connection parallel link mechanism that connects the first parallel link 
mechanism and the second parallel link mechanism, and is provided with the first and 
second connecting portions connecting both parallel link mechanisms with the bracket, 
and 

an adjustment mechanism attached to the bracket, that prescribes the first 
parallel link mechanism, the second parallel link mechanism, and the connection 
parallel link mechanism, wherein 

the first parallel link mechanism being provided with a first adjustment 
lever having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the first adjustment lever being rotatably connected 
to the bracket at the first connecting portion, and the second end portion of the first 
adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the first pedal, 

the second parallel link mechanism being provided with a second 
adjustment lever having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the second adjustment lever being rotatably 
connected to the bracket at the second connecting portion, and the second end portion 
of the second adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the second pedal, and 

the connection parallel link mechanism comprises: 





a first arm rotating around the first connecting portion integrally with the 



first adjustment lever, a second arm rotating around the second connecting portion 
integrally with the second adjustment lever, and a connection link for connecting the first 
arm and the second arm, and wherein 

the first parallel link mechanism further comprises a first operation lever that 
rotates around the first connecting portion as the rotational center by operation of the 
iirst pedal and a first link that rotatably connects the first pedal and the first operation 



operation lever that rotates around the second connecting portion the rotational center 
by operation of the second pedal and a second link that rotatably connects the second 
pedal and the second operation lever, respectively. 

4. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 

the adjustment mechanism prescribes the form of each parallel link 
mechanism and the connection parallel link mechanism by rotating the first arm of the 
connection parallel link mechanism around the first connecting portion. 

5. (Previously Amended) A pedal apparatus for an automobile comprising: 

a bracket fixed to a vehicle body; 




the second parallel link mechanism further comprises the second 
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first and second connecting portions attached to the bracket; 



a first parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the first 
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a first pedal attached to the bracket via the first parallel link mechanism; 
a second parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the 
second connecting portion; 

a second pedal attached to the bracket via the second parallel link 

mechanism; 

a connection parallel link mechanism that connects the first parallel link 
mechanism and the second parallel link mechanism, and is provided with the first and 
second connecting portions connecting both parallel link mechanisms with the bracket, 
and 

an adjustment mechanism attached to the bracket, that prescribes the first 
parallel link mechanism, the second parallel link mechanism, and the connection 
parallel link mechanism, 

the first parallel link mechanism being provided with a first adjustment 
lever having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the first adjustment lever being rotatably connected 
to the bracket at the first connecting portion, and the second end portion of the first 
adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the first pedal, 

the second parallel link mechanism being provided with a second 
adjustment lever having a first end portion and a second end portion, 

the first end portion of the second adjustment lever being rotatably 
connected to the bracket at the second connecting portion, and the second end portion 
of the second adjustment lever is rotatably connected to the second pedal, and 

the connection parallel link mechanism comprises: 
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a first arm rotating around the first connecting portion integrally with the 
first adjustment lever, a second arm rotating around the second connecting portion 
integrally with the second adjustment lever, and a connection link for connecting the first 
arm and the second arm, wherein 

the adjustment mechanism prescribes each parallel link mechanism and 
the connection parallel link mechanism by rotating the first arm of the connection 
parallel link mechanism around the first connecting portion, and wherein 

the adjustment mechanism comprises: 

a motor attached to the bracket, 

a screw rod attached rotatably and unmovably in the axial direction to the 
bracket and rotated by driving of the motor, 

a nut screwed onto the screw rod, and 

a lever arm integrally formed with the first arm of the connection parallel 
link mechanism, which rotatably supports the nut. 

6. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 

either one of the first pedal or the second pedal is an operation pedal, 
further comprising: 

operation lever that rotates around the rotational operation center in 
accordance with operation of the operation pedal, and 

prescribing portion that prescribes an allowable rotational range of the 
operation lever. 
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7. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the prescribing portion is provided with 

arc groove provided in the operation lever and centered around the 

rotational operation center, and 

stopper pin fixed to the bracket and inserted into the arc groove, and 

the arc groove and the stopper pin prescribe an allowable rotational range 

of the operation lever rotatably operated by the operation pedal. 

8. (Previously Amended) A pedal apparatus for an automobile comprising: 

a bracket fixed to a vehicle body; 

first and second connecting portions attached to the bracket; 

a first parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the first 
connecting portion; 

a first pedal attached to the bracket via the first parallel link mechanism; 

a second parallel link mechanism rotatably attached to the bracket via the 
second connecting portion; 

a second pedal attached to the bracket via the second parallel link 

mechanism; 

a connection parallel link mechanism that connects the first parallel link 
mechanism and the second parallel link mechanism, and is provided with the first and 
second connecting portions connecting both parallel link mechanisms with the bracket; 
and 
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an adjustment mechanism attached to the bracket, that prescribes the first 
parallel link mechanism, the second parallel link mechanism, and the connection 
parallel link mechanism, wherein 

one of the first pedal or the second pedal is an operation pedal, further 

comprising: 

an operation lever that rotates around the rotational operation center in 
accordance with operation of the operation pedal, and 

a prescribing portion that prescribes an allowable rotational range of the 
operation lever, wherein 

the prescribing portion is provided with 

an arc groove provided in the operation lever and centered around the 
rotational operation center, and 

a stopper pin fixed to the bracket and inserted into the arc groove, and 
the arc groove and the stopper pin prescribe an allowable rotational range 
of the operation lever rotatably operated by the operation pedal, wherein 
the operation lever is rotatably operated by the first pedal, and 
the first connecting portion is the rotational operation center of the operation 

lever. 

9. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
the operation lever is rotatably operated by the second pedal, and 
the second connecting portion is the rotational operation center of the operation 

lever. 



-9- 




FINNECAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERkLf 

1 300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.fi n negan . com 



10. (Original) A pedal apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising: 
securing portion provided at the head of the stopper pin so as to restrict 



movement of the operation lever in the direction of plate thickness. 
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